




 

Many who bear the name of Christians are serving other gods besides the Lord. 

Our Creator demands our supreme devotion, our first allegiance. Anything 

which tends to abate our love for God, or to interfere with the service due Him, 

becomes thereby an idol. With some their lands, their houses, their 

merchandise, are the idols. Business enterprises are prosecuted with zeal and 

energy, while the service of God is made a secondary consideration. Family 

worship is neglected, secret prayer is forgotten. Many claim to deal justly with 

their fellow men, and seem to feel that in so doing they discharge their whole 

duty. But it is not enough to keep the last six commandments of the decalogue. 

We are to love the Lord our God with all the heart. Nothing short of obedience 

to every precept—nothing less than supreme love to God as well as equal love 

to our fellow man—can satisfy the claims of the divine law. 2BC 1011.7 

There are many whose hearts have been so hardened by prosperity that they 

forget God, and forget the wants of their fellow man. Professed Christians adorn 

themselves with jewelry, laces, costly apparel, while the Lord's poor suffer for 

the necessaries of life. Men and women who claim redemption through a 

Saviour's blood will squander the means intrusted to them for the saving of 

other souls, and then grudgingly dole out their offerings for religion, giving 

liberally only when it will bring honor to themselves. These are idolaters  - EGW 

SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 2—Ellen G. White 



 

For Ellen White the meaning of true worship today should be marked by a 

biblical simplicity and some basic biblical principles. 

First, God alone should be the object of worship (Exodus 20:3-5; Spiritual 

Gifts, vol. 3, p. 269). In a world in which not only idols of wood and stone are 

worshiped, but in which human accomplishments, pride, and money are made 

gods, we are reminded that we are to “worship and serve the Lord God, and 

Him only. [...] Anything that is made the subject of undue thought and 

admiration, absorbing the mind, is a god chosen before the Lord” (Sons and 

Daughters of God, p. 56; see also Evangelism, p. 133). 

A second biblical principle underlines the futility of exterior forms of worship 

deprived of biblical meaning and foundation (Exodus 20:4-6, 23). Today, many 

are tempted to look upon “outward forms” and ceremonies as sufficient 

indicators of true worship (Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 48). For Ellen White, 

however, such “cannot be substituted for inward piety” and obedience to 

Christ (BE, June 1, 1887). 

Jesus explained that the spiritual renewal occasioned by the new birth 

experience is essential in true worship (John 3:5- 8; DA 189). True worship is 

thus the fruit of the work of the Holy Spirit upon a person’s life; it is the result 

of conversion and inspired by a “true knowledge of Jesus Christ” (John 

17:3; Medical Ministry, p. 112). 

A fourth biblical principle highlights the close relationship between worship 

and obedience to God’s will. Genuine worship cannot be separated from a 

genuine Christian life. “True worship consists in working together with 

Christ” (Matthew 25:34-40; James 1:27; RH, August 16, 1881). 

Ellen White’s foremost concern which shaped her counsels on worship was to 

help Christians be ready to “appreciate a pure and holy heaven, and be 

prepared to join with the worshipers in the heavenly courts above, where all is 

purity and perfection, where every being has perfect reverence for God and His 

holiness” (5T 500). 

Denis Fortin is the Dean of the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary 

at Andrew University. This was originally published in “Best Practices”. 
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Timing Activity Participant 

  
2:00pm 

  

Congregational Singing Congregation 

Worship: In Truth and In Spirit Pr. Caesar Wamaliika 

  
4:00pm 

Vote of Thanks Sis. Anne Rakwach 

Closing Prayer Sis. Hellen John 
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